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Madam Chair, Mr. High Commissioner:

The Chinese delegation wishes to thank Mr. High Commissioner for his
statement on the international protection of refugees and the way
forward for UNHCR. Over the past year, under the leadership of High
Commissioner Grandi, UNHCR has actively moved forward its internal
reform, improved coordination, and upgraded emergency response
capabilities, thereby playing a positive role in protecting the well-being
of refugees and in responding to the refugee crisis. China wishes to
register its appreciation. For a long time, China has maintained a good
cooperative relationship with UNHCR. In June this year, High
Commissioner Grandi made a successful visit to China and the two sides
reached a lot of consensus on deepening cooperation. China will
continue to support the work of UNHCR and High Commissioner
Grandi.

The global refugee situation continues to deteriorate. The number of
refugees has reached the highest level since the Second World War and
there is a serious shortage of humanitarian aid funds. Most refugees
are concentrated in developing countries, which imposes a heavy
burden on the economic and social development and security of
receiving countries. In some developed countries, the xenophobic
sentiment against refugees is on the rise, and the tendency to politicize
the refugee issue has become more serious.

Thanks to the unremitting efforts of the international community,
global refugee governance faces important opportunities. The New
York Declaration for Refugees and Migrants adopted last year, laid out
a road map for global refugee protection cooperation. This year,
UNHCR piloted the "Comprehensive Refugee Response Framework" in



some countries and made positive progress. The Intergovernmental
Negotiations on the Global Compact on Refugees will be formally
launched in February next year. The executive committee held a special
meeting around the "Comprehensive Refugee Response Framework"
and it is of great significance. China has the following points to make on
the Compact and the work of UNHCR:

First, adhere to the concept of addressing both symptoms and root
causes. The genesis of the refugee issue is convoluted, presenting a
protracted and mixed tendency which calls for an approach to both
symptoms and root causes. On the one hand, it is necessary to increase
support for UNHCR and refugee-receiving countries and eliminate
xenophobia and discrimination against refugees. On the other hand,
efforts should be made to address its root causes such as social
instability and uneven development, resolve disputes through dialogue,
increase development assistance to developing countries, create
conditions for the return of refugees, and promote the stable
development of the countries of origin.

Second, highlight the spirit of international cooperation. The
"Comprehensive Refugee Response Framework" is being piloted in
some countries, and UNHCR should promptly take stock of its
experience for the Compact drafters to draw on. The Compact
negotiations should adhere to the ownership of the general
membership and stay on the UN as its main channel, and based on the
principle of friendly consultation, proceed in a gradual and orderly
manner. The content of the Compact should not go beyond the
mandate of the General Assembly or the scope of the "Convention on
the Status of Refugees" and its protocol. On the issue of the reception
and resettlement of refugees, there is a need to put in perspective the



genesis of this issue, national reality and the actual absorbability of
each country.

Third, uphold the principles of objectivity and neutrality. "Objectivity,
neutrality and non-politicization" are the basic principles of the
international humanitarian cause and an important basis for ensuring
the healthy development of international refugee protection. When
dealing with refugee affairs, the international community should
uphold the principles of objectivity and neutrality, avoid interfering
with the internal affairs of the countries concerned and prevent the
politicization and abuse of the international refugee protection
mechanism.

Chinese President Xi Jinping put forward the initiative to forge
international relations based on win-win cooperation and build a
community with a shared future, which is of great significance for the
improvement of global refugee governance. In May this year, China
successfully hosted the “Belt and Road” International Cooperation
Summit, resulting in more than 270 achievements, including China’s
proposal to provide the countries along the "Belt and Road" with 100
refugee aid projects covering food, tents, movable board houses,
among other things, offering education opportunities to 500 young
refugees, and funding 100 refugee athletes for their participation in
international and regional events. China has also signed an agreement
with UNHCR on economic and technical cooperation to provide a
earmarked fund of 8 million U.S. dollars. China will earnestly fulfill its
commitments and deliver on the above aid initiatives. China is ready to
continue to work with all parties to actively participate in the
negotiations on the “Global Compact on Refugees" and contribute to
the improvement of global refugee governance.



Madam Chair,

Today is China’s traditional holiday, the Moon Festival, a day for family
reunion. From the bottom of my heart, | wish refugees all over the
world a happy family reunion back home as soon as possible. Thank

you!



