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Anglais 1-2 
Réunion :  Munich Security Conference 

Date :  19/02/22 

Durée : 8.24 

Orateur : Kamala Harris 

Difficulté : niveau 2 

Introduction :  Peu avant le déclenchement des hostilités en Ukraine une représentante des 
Etats-Unis intervient sur la montée des tensions entre l’Ukraine et la Russie et la sécurité en 
Europe.  

Eléments à fournir (vocabulaire) : 

Organization for Security and Cooperation 
in Europe 

Organisation pour la sécurité et la 
coopération en Europe 

NATO 
OTAN, Organisation du Traité de 
l’Atlantique Nord 

Thank you all. 

Today, as we are all well aware, the foundation of European security is under 

direct threat in Ukraine. 

Let us remember: From the wreckage of two world wars, a consensus emerged in 

Europe and the United States.  A consensus in favor of order, not chaos; security, 

not conflict.

So by forging relationships and bonds, forging organizations and the institutions, 
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laws and treaties, we, together, established a set of rules, norms that have governed 

ever since. 

And Europe has enjoyed unprecedented peace, security, and prosperity through a 

commitment to a set of defining principles.  The United States is equally 

committed to these principles: that people have a right to choose their own form of 

government; that nations have a right to choose their own alliances; that there are 

inalienable rights which governments must protect; that the rule of law should be 

cherished; that sovereignty and territorial integrity of all states must be respected; 

and that national borders should not be changed by force.   

We are here in Munich, together, to reaffirm our commitment to these 

principles.  These principles have brought us peace and security.  The backbone of 

this, of course, is NATO — the greatest military alliance the world has ever seen. 

As a defensive alliance, we have deterred acts of aggression against NATO 

territory for the past 75 years.  And today, let me be clear: America’s commitment 
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to Article 5 is ironclad.  This commitment is sacrosanct to me, to President Biden, 

and to our entire nation.   

 Now, even in the most difficult times for our transatlantic community and even 

when our system has been tried and tested, we, the United States and Europe, have 

come together and demonstrated our strength and our unity, just as we do today — 

as we stand in this decisive moment, with all eyes on Ukraine. 

 

As we have said all along, there is a playbook of Russian aggression.  And this 

playbook is too familiar to us all. 

Russia will plead ignorance and innocence, it will create false pretext for invasion, 

and it will amass troops and firepower in plain sight. 

We now receive reports of what appears to be provocations.  And we see Russia 

spreading disinformation, lies, and propaganda. 
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Nonetheless, in a deliberate and coordinated effort, we, together, are: one, 

exposing the truth and, two, speaking with a unified voice. 

As President Joe Biden has made clear: The United States, our NATO Allies, and 

our partners have been and remain open to serious diplomacy.  We have put 

concrete proposals on the table.  We have encouraged and engaged Russia through 

NATO, the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe, the United 

Nations, and bilateral dialogues.  We have engaged in good faith. 

Russia continues to claim it is ready for talks while, at the same time, it narrows 

the avenues for diplomacy.  Their actions simply do not match their words. 

And let me be clear.  I can say with absolute certainty: If Russia further invades 

Ukraine, the United States, together with our Allies and partners, will impose 

significant and unprecedented economic costs.   

We have worked intensively with many of you in this room to ensure we are 
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prepared to move forward with consequences. 

We have prepared, together, economic measures that will be swift, severe, and 

united.  We will impose far-reaching financial sanctions and export controls.  We 

will target Russia’s financial institutions and key industries.  And we will target 

those who are complicit and those who aid and abet this unprovoked invasion. 

Make no mistake: The imposition of these sweeping and coordinated measures will 

inflict great damage on those who must be held accountable.  And we will not stop 

with economic measures.  We will further reinforce our NATO Allies on the 

eastern flank. 

As President Biden has said, our forces will not be deployed to fight inside 

Ukraine, but they will defend every inch of NATO territory. 

Since Russia launched its proxy war against Ukraine nearly eight years ago, the 

people of Ukraine have suffered immensely: nearly 14,000 people killed, more 

than a million displaced, and nearly 3 million in need of aid. 
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I believe it is important for us — all of us — as leaders to never forget the cost of 

this type of aggression on human lives and livelihoods. 

 And we should not lose sight of how rare it is in history to have a prolonged 

period of relative peace and stability.  So, let the past few months be a reminder to 

us all: defending the rules and norms, upholding our principles — this is the vital 

work of each generation. 

Thank you all.   
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