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Introduction :  Allocution d’une représentante des Etats-Unis, prononcée à l’occasion du Forum 
de Paris sur la Paix. Elle y aborde la question des inégalités qui continuent de se creuser et 
appelle les dirigeants à se mobiliser pour un monde plus juste après la pandémie.  
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Thank you, President Macron, for hosting this forum and for the warm 

welcome.  

  

Today, we stand together at the start of a new era in our world, inspired by the 

possibility of our shared future, united by the bold ambition of our shared ideals.  

And so, it is an honor to be here today, to join leaders from nations around the 

world in discussing one such ideal: equality.  

  

To reach this ideal, we must acknowledge that inequality has always existed in 

our world.  The gaps between the rich and poor, men and women, the Global 

North and South have existed throughout our history.  

  

To be sure, there are moments in which these gaps have narrowed and moments 

in which they’ve widened.  

  

Most recently, and throughout this pandemic, the gaps have undoubtedly 

become larger.  Globally, extreme poverty is on the rise, as is extreme wealth. 

  

The progress we have made on gender equality is under threat.  Experts suggest it 
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will now take decades longer for women to achieve parity with men.  

   

And with school closures worldwide, the struggle to ensure that every child has 

access to a quality education has become that much more difficult.  

   

By virtually every measure, the gaps have grown.  

   

As the leaders of today, we are being confronted with this challenge which is 

immense in both size and scale.   

   

At times like this, there are some who see what is happening and accept it.  They 

accept it as something that has always existed and always will.  But there are 

others who see what is happening and ask, “Why?”  

   

When I arrived in Paris, I visited the Institut Pasteur and reflected on the work of 

my mother.  My mother, you see, had two goals in her life: to raise her two 

daughters and to end breast cancer.  

   

At the age of 19, my mother arrived in the United States from India to study 
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science.  Throughout her career as a breast cancer researcher, she collaborated 

with scientists worldwide, including right here in Paris at the Institut Pasteur.  

   

And you see, when you are a daughter of a scientist, science has a way of shaping 

how you think.  My mother and her work taught me the power of a short and very 

important question — that question being: “Why?”    

   

History is full of leaders — leaders in science, in politics, in business, in the arts, in 

education — leaders who refused to accept the status quo, who asked why, who 

took action.  And because they did, they changed our world.  

   

Well, today, we face a dramatic rise in inequality, and we must rise to meet this 

moment.  I believe that we, as leaders, must ask why this inequality persists.   

   

We all know that this is a pivotal moment in the history of our world.   

   

We are nearly two years into a global pandemic — 5 million lives lost, countless 

livelihoods have been lost.  But the pandemic has also presented us with an 

opportunity — an opportunity, because many in our world, who perhaps did not 
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see, now clearly see the gaps.   

   

And the call for leaders to bridge the gaps is rightfully growing more urgent and 

more insistent.  

   

In this moment, leaders must reckon with the magnitude of this challenge by 

asking:  

   

Why is it that 1 percent of the world now owns 45 percent of the world’s wealth?  

   

Why is it that one in four people in our world lack access to clean drinking water 

at home?  

   

Why is it that one in three women in the world experience sexual or physical 

violence during her lifetime?  

   

Why is it that only half of the world has access to the Internet?  

   

Why have we allowed so many of the world’s children to go hungry, when we 
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know that we produce enough food to feed the entire world?  

   

We cannot be aware of these gaps and simply resign ourselves to them.  We 

cannot accept them by thinking simply: This is what has always been or what will 

always be.  

   

We must instead agree that these growing gaps are unacceptable.  And we must 

agree to work together to bridge them.   

   

And here, I want to be clear: This is not about charity.  This is about our duty and 

what we owe to each other as human beings.  This is also a strategic imperative.  

   

As I have said many times, our world is more interconnected and interdependent 

than ever before.  A virus can spread globally in a matter of months.  A hacker in 

one nation can shut down the critical infrastructure of another.  Emissions 

anywhere can increase air pollution everywhere.  

   

In the 21st century, our fates are linked, as is our future.  In the 21st century, our 

nations are interconnected and our people are interconnected.   
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And so, in the 21st century, addressing inequality is a strategic imperative for 

each of us — for our security and our health, our shared prosperity and our 

collective future.  

   

All of which brings me back to this very moment.  As we recover from this 

pandemic, from this crisis, we must challenge the status quo and build something 

better.  

   

As leaders of our world, we must rise to meet this moment.  To get at the root of 

this challenge, we must look critically at the norms that are holding people back 

from achieving all that they can.  

   

To get at the root of this challenge, we must look critically at the longstanding 

systems and structures that are fractured and fissured.  And we must fix them: 

First, by taking action at home, and second, by showing solidarity as a global 

community.  

    

Thank you.   
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